Indican is derived from indol, and unlike the other ethereal sulphates which are derived in part from metabolism, originates practically wholly from putrefactive processes. It, alone, therefore, and not the total ethereal sulphates, has been taken as an index of such putrefaction (1) . [Aug., 1924. pink to a deep pink according to the indicancontent of the urine. In the case of a negative result, i.e.. absence of indican, no pink colour is seen on the cotton-wool.
Estimation of Indican by the Cotton-Wool Plug Test. Having ascertained that a sample of urine has responded positively to the cotton-wool plug test as described above, estimation of indican is effected by applying the above described cotton-wool plug test to one 
